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Lauren Oliver is the New York Times bestselling author of six teen novels
as well two novels for middle grade readers, The Spindlers and Liesl & Po.
Lauren was introduced to unusual-relics collector H. C. Chester after
stumbling upon some of his memorabilia while on vacation in Paris.
You can learn more about his artifacts at www.thecuriosityhouse.com
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ABOUT THE book:

What do you get when you mix
together four talented children; Dumfrey’s Dime
Museum of Freaks, Oddities, and Wonders; and a
missing Amazonian shrunken head? If you answered
“wondrous weirdness,” you are only partially correct.
Add to that a devilishly captivating story of mystery
and mayhem sprinkled with the jaw-dropping thrills
of its many twists and turns. Tack on four remarkable
children who use their special powers to solve
several murders, all while unknowingly unearthing
a secret about their own pasts. Tallied up, the sum total is one exciting book!

One, two, three.
Can you solve
the murder spree?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

(Chapters 12 through 16)

1.

Pippa, Sam, Thomas, and Max want to find the shrunken head to save Dumfrey’s Dime Museum of Freaks, Oddities, and
Wonders from ruin. How do they feel about living in this unusual place? Explain how their special talents might be used.

2.

Mr. Dumfrey says that the four orphans are his “children” and his “responsibility to protect.” Although he is not their father,
explain why he might feel this way about them. How do the children feel about him? Will the children obey him and not
interfere with the murder investigations? Why or why not?

3.

Assistant Chief Inspector Hardaway labels the children freaks while Mr. Dumfrey describes them as marvels. What do you
think of these two descriptors? Explain another one that you might use.

4.

Pippa says that even though she lived “side by side” with Sam for so many years, it was only recently that they “started to
become friends.” Why do you think this happened? Do you think Pippa and Max will ever feel this way about each other?

5.

Thomas never thought of being different as a negative thing, but more like being “special.”. Do you agree with Thomas?
Why or why not?

6.

When the children discover Phoebe and Hugo secretly discussing money, they assume they are involved in the murders.
When Potts is murdered with cyanide, Inspector Hardaway assumes it was from Mr. Dumfrey’s old tin of cyanide. Discuss
the validity of these assumptions. Can you think of other explanations for these events?

7.

Mr. Dumfrey says Bill Evans, “like all journalists of his kind, has taken some liberties” when he wrote his articles in the Daily
Screamer. Explain what he means.

8.

When the children read the headlines about the murders in the Daily Screamer, they see a smaller headline about a
“Deranged Professor Rattigan Still Missing from Prison.” Do you think this has to do with the museum murders? Explain.
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